
Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Bird Feeder #1

1 p lasti c bottle 
3 p lasti c spoons 
twi ne (N OT fish i ng l i ne !) 
b i rdseed 
marker 
hobby kn ife 
hot g lue gu n 
d ri l l / skewer / na i l to d ri l l 
the ho le i n the bottle cap

4. Dri l l a ho le i nto the bottle cap about the same d iameter at 
the twi ne. 

5. Ru n the twi ne throug h the cap, make a th i ck dou b le knot on 
the i nsi de to ensu re the twi ne can't pu l l throug h.  

6. Fi l l the bottle w ith b i rdseed, preferab ly outdoors, as some 
bi rdseed w i l l sp i l l throug h the ho les wh i le fi l l i ng.  

7. Re-cap the bottle and hang it from you r favorite tree.

Installing bird feeders is a 
great way to help many 

garden visitors during winter. 
  

Don't forget to fill them up 
regularly with seeds and 

other goodies to attract more 
birdies !

Step by step
1. Start w ith a c lean d ry bottle. Use a marker to even ly space out ho les at vari ous heig hts for the 

three spoons to go throug h. Mark two ho les on opposite si des of the bottle for each spoon. 

2. Use you r hobby kn ife to cut an ova l ho le i n the bottle at the poi nts that you marked, a l l ow i ng 
enoug h space for the spoon to sl i p throug h. 

3. S l i p the spoon a l l the way throug h the bottle. Be su re the ho le i s sti l l b i g enoug h for b i rdseed to 
get throug h; if not, remove the spoon and make the ho le b igger. Then sl i p the spoon back throug h 
and secu re it i nto p lace w ith severa l dabs of hot g lue. Repeat for the other two spoons.
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Cost
in!al  

investment

What you need

Backwash tank

500L backwash tank - it needs 
to be b lack i nsi de 
Hosepi pe 
Connecti ons for the backwash 
tank - if needed

5. O nce a year, c lean the backwash tank to f lush the sand 
that settled at the bottom. You can use ra i n water for the 
c lean i ng. 

6. I nstead of retu rn i ng the water to the poo l, you can a lso use 
it to water the garden if you leave it i n the tank for a 
m i n i mum of 7 days pri or to use. 

7. Remember that you can a lso fi l l you r poo l w ith ra i n water 
for extra savi ngs ! See "Ra i nwater tank" card for more i nfo.

Re-using the pool backwash 
water instead of throwing it 
away saves a very large 

amount of water. It is good 
for the planet, but also for 

your finances !

Step by step
1. P lace the tank i n the desi red locati on relative to fi l ter and poo l. Ensu re that it i s p laced on a base 

that is sou nd, level, smooth, free from any protrusi ons (parti cu larly sharp etc. stones) and at least 
100mm wider than the base of the tank.  

2. Connect a 40mm layf lat hose (f lexi b le or rig i d PVC - permanent) from you r poo l back-wash l i ne to 
you r overf low/i n let at the top of the tank.  

3. Backwash you r poo l and fi l l the tank w ith you r backwash water. A l l ow the water to settle for 48h.  

4. Connect a hose to the bottom tap connector and retu rn the c lear water to the poo l.
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For more information visit our website at www.jojotanks.co.za

INSTALLATION / ASSEMBLY

Fit Tommy tap (B) to 20mm water fitting (A) on the 
tank and 20mm tap connector (C) to the tap.
NOTE: Tap is used to return clear water to the pool.
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AC

Fit ball valve assembly (B) to 40mm inlet (A) at the 
bottom of the tank, then fit the accessory adaptor (C) 
to the ball valve assembly. NOTE: The ball valve will 
be used to return settled pool waste to the garden.

02

Ball Valve AssemblyAB

AA

AC

APPLICATION

Place tank in the desired location relative to filter 
and pool. Ensure that it is placed on a base that is 
sound, level, smooth, free from any protrusions and 
at least 100mm wider than the base of the tank.

01

a) Connect a 40mm layflat hose from your pool back-
wash line to your overflow/inlet at the top of the tank.
b) Backwash your pool and fill the tank with your 
backwash water. Allow the water to settle.

02

Connect a hose to the 20mm tap connector and 
return the clear water to the pool.

03

When this is complete, connect a hose to the 
accessory adaptor on the ball valve assembly and 
divert the dirty water into the desired area in 
your garden.

04



Cost
in!al  

investment

What you need

Rainwater tank

P lasti c d ru m, strong dustbi n 
w ith l i d or barrel 
Dri l l w ith 25mm Ho le Saw 
Tank stand (bri cks or other), 
about the heig ht of a wateri ng 
can 
20mm Threaded Tank I n let 
(Bu l khead fitti ng) 
Brass tap 
Adjustab le spanners

6. Screw the tap i n the i n let. You can add p lu mber tape to 
make su re the sea l i s watertig ht. 

7. W hen not i n use, p lace the l i d over the top of the tank to 
prevent mosqu itos from lay i ng eggs i nsi de. You can a lso 
cover the top of you r tank w ith sma l l mesh i nstead to 
prevent any materia l to fa l l i n ! 

8. C lean you r water tank once a year.

Rainwater is used to water the 
garden or wash the car.  

It is an important component of 
a water-saving lifestyle and can 
help keep your garden green 
even during water restriction 

times !

Step by step

1. T horoug h ly c lean the conta i ner and let d ry. 

2. Mark the locati on of the bottom ho le for d ri l l i ng. The h ig her 
you mou nt the tap, the more water w i l l be left at the 
bottom of the tank that you won't be ab le to use !. 

3. Dri l l the ho le i n the d ru m. 

4. Screw the Threaded Tank I n let i nto the p lasti c d ru m. Use the 
spanners to tig hten it 

5. Positi on you r tank u nder a gutter or a ra i nwater sou rce. 
Don't forget to p lace the stand u nderneath and make su re it 
i s steady before i nsta l l i ng the tank.
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Tawashi sponge

O ld th i ck stocki ngs, tig hts or 
socks 
Wooden board (at least 16-20cm 
per si de) 
20 na i ls 
Scissors 
Hammer 
Penci l 
Ru ler

6. Wash you r tawash i sponge regu larly. S i mp ly throw it i nto 
the lau nd ry mach i ne and it w i l l be good as new ! Instead of throwing away your old 

socks, you can give them a second 
life. Use your tawashi for dishwashing 
or even in the bathroom depending on 

the material you recycled. 
And you will never buy new sponges 

again !

Step by step
1. Prepare the board : use you r penci l and ru ler to d raw a square 12cmx12cm. Put 1 na i l every 2 cm. W ith 

you r hammer, fi rm ly p lant the na i ls i nto 
the board onto each of the 20 dots. 

2. Prepare the c loth : cut 10 ri ngs of 3 to 4 
cm width on you r socks (fig.1). 

3. Attach 5 ri ngs to the na i ls (fig.2) 
4. Weave the remai n i ng 5 ri ngs i n and out of 

the a l ready attached ri ngs (fig.3).  
5. U nhook any ri ng from its na i l, then u nhook a second ri ng rig ht next to it. Pass the 2nd ri ng i nto the 

1st ri ng. Ho l d on to the 2nd ri ng and let go of the 1st ri ng. The 2nd ri ng now becomes the “1st ri ng”. 
Conti nue th is step a l l arou nd you r square. (fig.4). The fi na l l oop i s the hook that you’l l use to hang 
and d ry you r tawash i sponge.
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Wrapping presents

1 SQ UARE of c loth (the size 
must be adapted to the 
present to wrap) 
Present 
Decorati on (opti ona l) : ri bbon, 
f lower, sti cker…

2. O nce the present is 
offered, you can get 
you r c loth back and re-
use it for you r next 
offeri ng ! The c loth can 
a lso be part of the 
present.

You can use any type of cloth, 
including bandanas, old bed 

sheets, pillow cases or napkins, 
as long as the cloth is cut in a 

square.

Step by step
1. Ti red of a l l th is wrappi ng paper that is wasted after the ho l i day season ? Try re-usab le present 

wrappi ng : fu rosh i ki. A si mp le square c loth can be used to cover a present, fo l d it fo l l ow i ng these 
si mp le steps and you r present is ready to be offered ! 
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Door Sock

2 to 3 socks (depend i ng on how 
long they are) 
Qu i l t batti ng or po lyester 
fi berfi l l (from an o l d p i l l ow) 
Popcorn kernels, d ried beans or 
d ried peas 
Need le and thread

3. Attach the sock secti ons to each other by si mp ly 
overlapp i ng the open end of one sock over the c losed end of 
another. 

4. W hen the sock secti ons are fitted snug ly together, a few 
hand sewn stitches w i l l keep it a l l i n p lace. 

5. For a ki dd ies room, try 
add i ng eyes to the door 
sock and you w i l l have 
you r very own friend ly 
door snake !

Not sure if you NEED a door 
sock ? To test an area, simply 
hold the palm of your hand up 
against a door or window. If you 

feel cold air coming through, warm 
air is escaping.  

This simple fix could save you 
hundreds on your heating bill this 

year !

Step by step
1. Starti ng w ith the popcorn kernels, a l ternate add i ng layers of the two 

materia ls i nsi de each sock. To prevent the fi l l i ng from spread i ng a l l over the 
f loor, use a sma l l p lasti c cu p w ith the bottom cut out. The a i m is to have a 1/1 
rati o of the two materia ls i nsi de the socks. 

2. Pack each tu be a l l the way to the end, w ith the fi na l 
layer bei ng the stuffi ng. 

Recycle, Reduce

Born in
Africa

Difficul ty

Your Nature
Survival Action



Cost
Free !

What you need

Ecobricks

C lean and d ry p lasti c bottle 
C lean and d ry p lasti c fi l l er : 

Sti ck (to push the p lasti c 
i nsi de the bottle)

If you would like to know more 
about Ecobricks, go to : 

You will find building ideas, 
videos and much more !

Step by step
1. Make su re a l l you r p lasti c fi l l er (see l i st i n "what you need") i s c lean and d ry. Cut 

the bigger p ieces if they don't fit i n the bottle. 

2. Make su re you r p lasti c bottle i s c lean and has a fu ncti on i ng l i d. 

3. Fi l l the bottle w ith the p lasti c fi l l er, usi ng the sti ck to push and compress the 
fi l l er. I t needs to be tig htly packed.
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4. Weig h the bottle and compare it to the below mi n i mum weig hts. I f you r bottle i s not heavy enoug h, 
it means you can pack more p lasti c i nsi de ! A bottle that is too low i n density w i l l not be strong 
enoug h and can't be used as bu i l d i ng materia l.



Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Laundry Soap

1 large jar (to store the 
wash i ng powder) 
1 bar of soap 
1 cu p of borax 
1 cu p of wash i ng soda 
B lender 
Grater

D i recti ons for use : 

Add 1 heaped tab lespoon to the wash i ng mach i ne as you fi l l it 
w ith water (it’s a lways best to add powder before add i ng the 
c lothes, so that it beg i ns to d isso lve fi rst).  

For extra d i rty loads, use 2 scoops i nstead of 1. 

I t w i l l work w ith co l d or hot water.

Does it need to foam to clean 
efficiently ? 

Not at all ! We often think that 
bubbles = clean, but it doesn't 

work that way ! 
It can clean without making 

bubbles. Look for the results, 
not for bubbles to tell you 

whether it works or not.

Step by step
1. G rate the bar of soap. A fi ne g rate w i l l m ix u p easier than larger p ieces, but you can use any g rater 

that you have. 

2. Add the g rated soap to the b lender, w ith the wash i ng soda. B lend it u nti l the p ieces are cut more 
fi nely so that the soap d isso lves easi l y i n the wash i ng mach i ne. I f you don’t have a g reat b lender, 
you m ig ht want to process th is i n sma l ler batches 

3. .Add the b lended m ixtu re to a bow l, and m ix i n the remai n i ng 1 cu p of Borax. Use a spoon to m ix it 
thoroug h ly and break u p any large chu nks. 
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Why use home-
made detergent ? 

Less expensive 
Less plastic 

 (re-usable jar)



Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Plastic bottle planter

Empty p lasti c bottles 
Acry l i c pa i nt 
B lack pen (water resistant) 
Scissors / Hobby kn ife 
Fi ne Sand paper (300+ Grit) 
Recyc led Buttons or other 
decorati ons 
G lue

5. Attach accessories. Use a g lue sti ck or a g lue gu n and sti ck 
buttons, goog ly eyes and other accessories ! 

6. Use a b lack pen (water resistant) to d raw the deta i ls 
(mouth, eyes, nose…) 

7. W hen d ry, fi l l w ith soi l and p lant !

Don't forget to water your 
plant, but be careful not to 

over-water it ! 

Always check the soil before 
watering : if dry, give your 
plant some water. If still 

damp, don't water !

Step by step
1. Make su re the p lasti c bottle i s c lean and d ry, then d raw the shape of you r p lanter on the p lasti c 

bottle. Use you r i mag i nati on ! 

2. Use you r hobby kn ife and scissors to cut the p lasti c a long the d raw i ng. 

3. Sand the edges of you r p lanter, then l i g htly sand the outsi de of the bottle to roug hen the su rface. 
Th is w i l l hel p the pa i nt to sti ck. W i pe c lean (make su re bottle i s c lean and d ry). 

4. Pa i nt the bottle w ith chosen shade of acry l i c pa i nt, th is w i l l take severa l coats. Ti p: use a ha i r 
d ryer to speed d ry i ng between coats.
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Seashell Mobile

Driftwood 
Twi ne 
Beeds / other ornaments 
Need le / sharp too l (for 
p ierci ng ho les) 
Seashel ls 
Sea g lass and other beach 
fi nds ! You can g ive a new l ife 
to p lasti c b its and p ieces !

5. O nce you have reached the length you want, attach the 
stri ng w ith the seashel ls to the large p iece of d riftwood 
that you w i l l use as a hanger. Make su re the knot is secu red 
by dou b l i ng it. 

6. Repeat poi nts 4 & 5 as many ti mes as you wou ld l i ke to fi l l 
the hanger. Attach a last stri ng to the center of you r 
mobi le and hang it on you r wa l l !

Be careful : only choose small 
and light objects or your mobile 

will crash ! 

By collecting sea glass and 
little plastic objects on the 

beach, you also help cleaning the 
environment !

Step by step
1. Start by c lean i ng a l l the seashel ls, sea g lass p ieces and the d riftwood thoroug h ly. I f not c leaned 

properly, it w i l l smel l ! 

2. Choose a large p iece of d riftwood to be the hanger. Th is i s where a l l the stri ngs su pporti ng the 
shel ls w i l l be attached. 

3. Pierce the shel ls w ith you r need le. Be gentle and patient, they can be hard to p ierce. 

4. Cut a long p iece of stri ng and start attach i ng the shel ls. Do a l ittle knot below the shel l where you 
want it to stay. You can a l ternate between shel ls, beads, other p ieces of d riftwood or l ittle 
ornaments. Make a knot arou nd the sea g lass p ieces to hang them.
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Story Stones

20 or more sma l l f lat rocks 
Acry l i c pa i nt 
Pa i ntbrushes 
1 bag to store the pa i nted 
rocks 
Varn ish (opti ona l)

How to p lay (3 to 10 p layers) 
• The fi rst p layer d raws 5 stones from the bag and i nvents 

a story w ith these five items. The story can i nc lude other 
th i ngs or characters, but it must have at least the five 
items pa i nted on the rocks. 

• W hen the story is fi n i shed, the p layer puts the stones 
back i n the bag and g ives it to the next p layer. 

• O nce a l l p layers have to ld a story, they vote to deci de 
wh i ch story was the best. Of cou rse, a p layer can't vote 
for h i msel f !

To make sure your beautiful 
paintings are protected, don't 
forget to give them a coat of 
clear varnish. They will last 

much longer !

Step by step
1. Se lect and c lean the rocks you w i l l use w ith a brush and water. Rocks w ith f lat su rfaces w i l l work 

best. 

2. Deci de on what you wou ld l i ke to pa i nt. Consi der objects, p lants, an i ma ls, natu ra l e lements… Make a 
l i st of at least 20 su bjects to pa i nt. 

3. Pa i nt each su bject on a rock. 

4. Let them d ry tota l l y before stori ng them i n a bag.
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Little tortoises

1 egg box (card board) 
Acry l i c pa i nt 
Scissors 
Goog ly eyes 
G lue 
Green pom-poms (2cm) 
Dark g reen p i pe c leaners 
Ru ler

5. G lue the legs and the ta i l of you r tortoise. I t i s best to 
g lue them i nsi de the shel l. 

6. Add one pom-pom for the head at the front of you r 
tortoise. G lue two eyes on it and you r tortoise i s ready for 
new adventu res !

Egg boxes made out of 
cardboard can be added to a 
compost pile, but they can 
also be used in numerous 
DIY projects at home ! 

Can you think of other 
animals to portray ?

Step by step
1. Cut the egg box. You need one egg p lace for each tortoise. I t w i l l be the tortoise's shel l. 

2. Pa i nt the shel l. You can add dots or other patterns. 

3. Take one p i pe c leaner and cut it i n sma l l p ieces. You w i l l need 
4 p ieces of 6,5 cm and 1 of 4 cm. 

4. Fo l d the p i pe c leaner p ieces i n 2. The 4 i denti ca l p ieces w i l l 
be the tortoise's legs, the 4 cm piece w i l l be the ta i l. Make 
the legs rou nded and the ta i l po i nted.
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Artwork Display Frame

1 o l d frame (large) 
Acry l i c pa i nt 
Varn ish 
Tw i ne 
Stap le gu n 
C lothes p i ns

5. Stap le the opposite si de of each twi ne, maki ng su re the 
l i nes are stra ig ht, and make a knot arou nd the stap le to 
secu re it i n p lace. 

6. Hang the frame on the wa l l and add a few clothes p i ns to 
each l i ne of tw i ne. I t i s ready to d isp lay any artwork !

This is a perfect way to 
repurpose an old frame 

instead of throwing it away.  

Always think about what you 
could do with an object 
before sending it to the 

dustbin. Use your creativity !

Step by step
1. Make su re the frame is c lean and d ry. Pa i nt it if needed. 

2. Varn ish the frame to protect it. 

3. Deci de were the twi ne w i l l be attached to ho ld the artworks. Depend i ng on 
the size of you r frame, you m ig ht want to make severa l rows of twi ne. Cut 
the necessary length of twi ne, maki ng su re to add a least 10cm to attach it 
properly. 

4. Make a knot at one end of each twi ne p iece and p lace it where it shou ld be at the back of the frame. 
Ho l d it i n p lace w ith a stap le.
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Making crayons

Si l i cone molds (sma l l - i ce 
cu be trays i n si l i cone are 
perfect) 
O l d crayons 
Oven

5. O nce the crayons are completely mel ted, pu l l the mou lds 
out of the oven and a l l ow them to rest on the cou nter 
u nti l coo led. 

6. W hen the crayons have coo led down, push the mou lds from 
the bottom and pop out each crayon.

Who doesn't have old bits 
and pieces of crayons laying 
at the bottom of a colouring 

box ? 

With this idea, it is time to 
recycle them into new funny 

shaped crayons !

Step by step
1. Fi rst pu l l out a l l of the o l d broken crayons and start peel i ng a l l the papers away. 

2. Cut the bigger p ieces i nto sma l ler ones, so that they w i l l fit i nto the mou lds. 

3. Next fi l l u p the l ittle mou lds w ith a variety of co lou rs, breaki ng u p the crayon p ieces a l ittle 
sma l ler if necessary. 

4. P lace the mou lds i n a pre-heated 120ºC oven for 5-10 m i nutes, peeki ng i n on them every so often. 
W hen the crayons are a l most a l l the way mel ted, use a toothpi ck to gently poke at the 
crayons, .re leasi ng some of the a i r pockets. Be carefu l not to m ix the wax because you want you r 
co lou rs to stay separated and vi brant.
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Cost
almost 

nothing !

What you need

Dino-roll

Toi let paper ro l ls 
Scissors 
Pa i nt 
B lack marker 
Penci l

Why not starting a dino 

collection ? Or a dino park ? 

Experience new shapes for 

different dinosaure species 

and create stories for your 

new friends !

Step by step
1. D raw the d i no shape on the ro l l. You can report the one 

presented here, or desig n a new one you rsel f. I f you choose to 
use th is one, don't forget to d raw it on both si des of the ro l l. 

2. Cut the shape, fo l l ow i ng the l i nes you d rew. 

3. Pa i nt and add eyes w ith the b lack marker. A l l done !
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Unicorn-roll

toi let paper ro l ls 
acry l i c yarn (preferab ly i n 
ra i nbow co lor) 
craft pa i nts (wh ite, p i n k, 
b lue…) 
b lack marker 
scissors 
cardstock or craft foam for 
horn and ears

4. G lue the yarn mane i nsi de the top of the toi let paper tu be, 
leavi ng some of it hang out and over the toi let paper ro l l. 
G lue the larger ta i l yard on the m idd le of the toi let paper 
tu be i n the back. 

5. Cut a horn shape i n the cardstock or the craft foam and 
sti ck it on the mane. Cut ears from cardstock and sti ck 
them on the mane or paper ro l l. 

6. Draw the eyes w ith b lack marker (you can a lso use goog ly 
eyes).

To make the pink cheeks, dip 
your finger into pink paint or 
dip the eraser (from a pencil 
with an eraser) in paint and 

dab it on the roll.

Step by step
1. Pa i nt the toi let paper ro l ls. Let it d ry. 

2. Ti me to make the mane and the ta i l. Put 2-3 fi ngers together (2 for mane, 3 for ta i l), depend i ng on 
the size you are worki ng w ith and wrap yarn arou nd them over and over u nti l you have a th i ck 
“ci rc le” of yarn. Pu l l the yarn off you r fi ngers, gently (you shou ld see a “ri ng” or a “ci rc le”. Tie the 
yarn u p, sti l l keep i ng the ci rc le shape (th i n k of ri ng on a necklace). Cut the ci rc le of yarn, c lose to 
the knot you tied. Tri m the shape if necessary. 

3. Repeat for the ta i l (usi ng 3-4 fi ngers).
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Wood Slice Easter eggs

Wood sl ices 
Acry l ic paint 
Brushes 
Modge podge 
Penci l

You can find wood slices in 
art shops, or you can make 
them yourself if you have 
wood on your property.

Step by step
1. Start with painting the background with a color of your choice. 

2. Next sketch an egg shape onto the top of your background. 

3. Now create your design. This can be as basic or as complex as you want it to be. Try different 
shapes, dots, l inesÉ 

4. Al low the paint to dry. Once it is dry, coat the coaster with modge podge.
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Coasters



Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Walnut Bugs

Half walnut shel ls 
Paint 
Glue 
Felt (or construction paper) 
scraps 
Googly eyes

Instead of using googly eyes, 
you can also paint the eyes 

directly on the shell !

Step by step
1. Paint the back two thi rds of your walnut shel l in a flat colour and al low to dry. 

2. Paint white pol kadots over the flat colour. 

3. Paint a l ittle smi ly mouth. 

4. Glue the eyes on. 

5. Fold your felt scrap in half and cut a l ittle teardrop shape diagonal ly against the fold, unfold to 
reveal bug wings. Glue them on.
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Cockatoo pencil tins

1 empty tin can washed and 
dried with the label removed 
White and yel low felt 
Double sided tape 
Tacky craft g lue 
Black beads for eyes 
Needle and thread 
Cardboard (beak and feet) 
Yel low and white feathers

5. Glue the wings : place one yel low and one white feather on 
each side of the tin. 

6. Your new cockatoo penci l tin is ready to be displayed on 
your desk !

You don't want a white 
cockatoo ? In the wild, 

cockatoos also come in pink, 
so why not adapt the colors 
to make it a little different ?

Step by step
1. First cut the white felt so it covers the whole tin. Then sew the beads on to the front centre of 

the felt approximately a thi rd of the way down from the top. 

2. Use double sided tape al l across the back of the felt to stick it on to the can. 

3. Cut the feet and the beak in the cardboard and leave is grey (or paint it if needed) and cut the 
crest in the yel low felt. 

4. Stick the bits and pieces on with tacky craft g lue to complete your cockatoo penci l tin. The feet 
need to be stuck on last leaving the tin upside sown with the crest hanging over the edge of a table 
or bench so the feet can dry.
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Egg Carton Train

1 whole egg carton & 1 toi let 
rol l per train 
Paints 
Glue 
Coloured craft paper 
Ribbon or string 
Scissors, hole punch 
Paint brushes

5. Make the funnel. Rol l a smal l (approx 4-5cm high) strip of 
paper up into a cy l inder. Glue the l ip down, then wind a 
thin strip of a different coloured paper around al l the way 
up to make a candy stripe. Snip tiny sl its al l the way 
around the bottom of the cy l inder & fold under to make 
tabs. Glue it on the front of the toi let rol l engine with the 
tabs. Make the mini cone for the top of the funnel by 
cutting a ci rcle shape with a sl it to the middle & pul l ing it 
into a cone and gluing in place.

Egg boxes are so versatile ! 
They are one of the easiest 

items to recycle and re-use in 
numerous DIY projects.

Step by step
1. Cut the egg carton into sections of 2 cups, plus one section of 1 cup for the engine & trim edges to 

tidy up. Then paint them and al low to dry. Paint the toi let paper rol l, it wi l l be the train engine. 

2. Make the wheels. You need 2 big and 4 smal l for the engine, and 2 smal l per cup. 

3. Punch holes with a hole punch in the back of the engine & the front & back of each carriage, or poke 
a hole with a metal skewer. Then tie them together with a piece of ribbon or string. 

4. Glue on the wheels by apply ing a dab of craft g lue on the egg carton & pressing the wheel on.

Re-use
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Flower Fairies

Wooden beads (1,5cm diameter) 
Beads (0,5cm diameter)  
String or twine  
Egg carton boxes 
Watercolours & acry l ics 
colours 
Thin and thick paint brushes  
Scissors 
Hot g lue gun.

5. Insert the twine through the hole, pass the ends through 
one of the smal ler beads and close it with a knot. 

6. Glue al l the parts together: the hat on the head (with the 
smal ler petals over the face, l i ke bangs), and the rose/dress 
under.

Depending on the season and 
on the room you want to 
decorate you may want to 

choose other kind of flowers, 
colours and sizes. One 

relaxing afternoon is enough 
to fill your house with lovely 

flower fairies!

Step by step
1. Begin by cutting and painting the carton shapes: one for the hat, two for the rose dress, one, green, 

for the calyx. 
2. Let the carton absorb the colour a l ittle, but donÕt wait unti l it is completely dry to rol l the petals: 

wet paper wi l l be easier to shape, and wonÕt break. Rol l and fix the smal ler petals with hot g lue, and 
do the same with the second row. Place the flower into the green calyx, g lue and let the flower dry 
completely. 

3. Paint the faces: with a smal l brush draw eyes and mouth on the big wooden beads. Do it so that the 
holes are on top and under the face: once the job is done the holes wonÕt be visible anymore. 

4. Prepare the hat by dri l l ing a hole on the top of a cone; then cut four petals out of the sides: two 
short ones, and two longer ones. Paint. When the colour is a l ittle less wet, rol l the petals to the 
top, leaving the longer petals more down.
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Pom Pom Bunnies

Scissors 
Hot g lue gun 
2 different pompom sizes in 
white or leftovers of white 
yarn 
Scraps of white, black and pink 
felt 

4. Last, g lue the tai l. Your bunny is ready !

If you don't have pompoms, 
you can easily make them ! 
Take some yarn and follow 
one of the many tutorials 

available on the web.

Step by step
1. Hot g lue the smal ler pom pom on top of the other. 

2. Free hand cut the shapes that make up the face, including the ears. Cut two ci rcles for the eyes in 
the black felt, cut the nose in a triangle shape in the pink felt and cut a larger ci rcle for the tai l 
in the white felt. Then cut the ears : You need two large tear shaped white felt pieces and two 
smal ler pink felt pieces to fit inside. 

3. Hot g lue the ear pieces together, then glue al l the shapes to the bunnyÕs head.

Re-use
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

3D Paint

3 tablespoons of flour 
3 tablespoons of fine salt 
5 teaspoons of water 
1 teaspoon of baking powder 
Paint or colourants

Colourants can be made out 
of natural items, such as 

beetroot or oignon peels. You 
can try to experiment with 

these instead of using normal 
paint !

Step by step
1. Mix al l the ingredients together, except the paint.  

2. Separate the mix into l ittle pots and add a different paint colour to each. Mix wel l. 

3. Paint ! When painting, make sure to leave a good amount of paint on the paper, otherwise it wi l l not 
grow much. 

4. Once your painting is finished, put it in the microwave. Set it for 30s at maximum power. If it is 
not enough, add another 30s. 

5. Admire your artwork !

Reduce
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Cost
almost 
nothing !

What you need

Grow an avocado tree

1 very ripe avocado 
Knife 
3 or 4 toothpicks 
I g lass 
Water

5. When your seed starts to sprout, wait 
another week then transplant it into a 
flower pot. 

6. Care for your avocado plant and it wi l l soon 
be a tree !

You can grow all sorts of 
seeds at home. Have you tried 
lemon seeds ? Or planting a 
mango tree ? Or taking the 
seeds from a strawberry ? 
Experiment with different 

fruits !

Step by step
1. Open your avocado with the knife and take the seed out.  

2. Peel the seed from its brown shel l. 

3. Pick the toothpicks in the seed so as to hold it on top of the glass. The bottom of the seed should 
be touching the water. 

4. Be patient for 3 to 4 weeks. Don't forget to add water to the glass when 
the water level drops below the seed.
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